                              The History of Ingress Abbey

      The world-famous Prehistoric site in Craylands Lane proves that people have lived in Swanscombe for 250,000 year. This area was home to Stone Age man. These men were hunters who lived in the forest of which Swanscombe Wood formed a part. They were able to fish in the marshlands near the river and use the water for cooking and drinking.

      The Thames-side village of Greenhithe was originally part of Swanscombe and known as ‘Gretenersce’, later the village became known as ‘Greenhythe’. A landing place on the shores of a river is known as a hythe, and Greenhithe situated on the bank of the River Thames, is very green and fertile.  Swanscombe in Old English is Swanes Camp or Peasant’s Field.

       Greenhithe was known to the Romans and it has been suggested that chalk and lime from here was used in their mortar or concrete.  Roman coins: brooches; pottery including urns and tiles; horseshoes and nails have all been found close by.  Watling Street, the famous Roman road, runs through the parish of Swanscombe and evidence exists of at least six sites from the pre-Saxon period

.

     Before the renovation and building work was begun by Crest Homes in 1999 they commissioned AOC Archaeology to investigate. The archaeologists working on the Ingress Abbey site found Roman and Palaeolithic trenches containing Palaeolithic flints, and remains of what is thought to be a Roman hillfort.  Beneath the hillfort structure, artefacts, including Samian Ware were found.  True Samian pottery originates from Samos near Greece and is red in colour, glossy and rare.  The more usual Samian Ware, an imitation produced by the Romans, was imported to Kent from the Mediterranean.  

       In 1019 King Sweyn is said to have brought a fleet to Greenhithe and landed an army of Danes – thirsting for revenge.  The writer Phillipot said that this monarch erected a castle here for a “winter situation” and that some vestiges of the fortress might be traced in his time. The writer Harris also informs his readers of having observed several heaps of earth, which were judged to be Danish camps and fences, scattered about this parish.  According to the same author they all “ lie high”, some having a hollow place at the top and some of them above 30 or 40 yards wide and he imagines them to have been places where a small number of men were stationed in order to discover and give warning of the approach of an enemy.

     In 1067, one year after the Norman Conquest, a story is told of William’s march from Canterbury to London.  It is a fictitious but well-known story, and it can be regarded as almost certainly the origin of Shakespeare’s version in Macbeth.  While William was advancing westward from Rochester, over the hill at Swanscombe, he saw himself gradually surrounded by what appeared to be a moving forest.  Suddenly the forest resolved itself into an army of archers camouflaged, like Macduff’s army on its march from Burnam to Dunsinane, with green boughs of trees (even though it was the month of November).  At the head stood Stigand, Archbishop of Canterbury and Egelnoth, Abbot of St. Augustine’s, who demanded for the men of Kent confirmation of their ancient laws and immunities.  Recovering from his astonishment and fear, William was glad to grant their request.

       In 1086, according to the Doomsday Book the Manor of Swanscombe in the lathe of Axton Hundred belonged to Odo, the Bishop of Bayeux, brother-in-law to William the Conqueror, but was administered by a man named Helto.  It had the highest value except for Darenth.  Forty-seven local villagers, including ten slaves, farmed land that was able to support fourteen ploughs. This has been calculated as 2,800acres, approximately equal to the Swanscombe parish area at the Tithe Assessment of 1843. The villagers only owned three pigs, but obviously spent much of their time and energy managing six fisheries, one of which served the Hall. Swanscombe had its own jetty or landing place on the River Thames at Greenhithe. There is no mention of Ingress or Greenhithe in the Doomsday book. The name Ingress could be from the Latin word ingressio meaning “a way in”, or from egressus meaning “disembarkation”.  This could mean there was a harbour, or at least a ferry, in very early times. 

1276

Matthew Hastynge

     Matthew De Hastynge held land at Greenhithe in the Manor of Swanscombe.  The De Hastynge family held the Manor of Swanscombe for a number of years.  It will be remembered that at this time only the King could “own” land, while others “held” the property, directly or indirectly for him and paid dues. This is the first mention, in the reign of Edward 1, of the Manor of Greenhithe as a separate part of the Manor of Swanscombe.

1340

John Lucas

     John Lucas was given permission to build a Chapel on 20 acres in July 1345. The 20 acres of pasture at Swanscombe were for the support of a priest to say prayers.  To be performed daily for the health and safety of the King and founder during his life and for the souls of his ancestors and of all the faithful.  The chantry was the only place of worship in the ecclesiastical parish of Greenhithe from the reign of Edward lll until its suppression in the time of Edward V1.  In 1346 King Edward lll granted John Lucas a licence to hold Divine service in the Chapel.  This Chapel was dedicated to the Virgin Mary. The location of the building has been lost over time as there were no records, but a building known as “Ye Chantry” at 75 High Street, Greenhithe was said to contain parts of the original structure.  There remains a small section of wall built of chalk and flints and containing medieval tile adjoining a car park on the site.

1363

Edward lll

     Edward lll, by his charter dated the 46th year of his reign, declares himself to have founded Dartford Priory and endowed the Manor of Ingryce and the Ferry at Greenhithe on the Priory, along with the Manors of Shipbourn and Portenbrugg and many others, notwithstanding the statue of mortmain i.e. acts of parliament restricting, or forbidding, the giving of property to religious houses.  The Manor at this time was a farm or grange. It is recorded that there was a ferry at “Grenehythe” in medieval times.  The right to operate the ferry was acquired by Dartford Priory.  This was the priory of St. Mary and St. Margaret the Virgins, and was for sisters of the order of St Augustine living under the direction of the Friars Preachers of King’s Langley. The Priory paid outgoings to “Our Lord the King” for the Manor.  The ferry was used to bring pilgrims across the river from Essex to Swanscombe Church.  The church of St.Peter and St.Paul was built in 1050.  It was reached by walking up the avenue, along the Pilgrim’s Way over Knockhall Chase, to arrive at the Church about a mile south of the turnpike.  Bishop Odo placed bone relics of St. Hilderfirth at the church in 1086, and a stained glass window depicting the saint’s face, and it was these the pilgrims came to worship on their way to Canterbury.  St. Hilderfirth was assigned the arduous task of relieving disorders of  the understanding, and before the reformation, the altar was frequented by numerous devotees who were solicitous to have their friends restored to soundness of mind.   

     The Downe cliffs were a very valuable part of the Manorial property especially when the nearness of the wharf is taken into account.  The records of the City of London in the year 1484 show chalk was brought from Greenhithe by water to be burnt in lime for the repairs to the wall of the City.  The hythe or wharf in such well-wooded surroundings may well have been called Greenhythe by those accustomed to approaching it by water after leaving Erith, or the hythe of the manor of Earde.

1386

      In the eighth year of his reign, Richard ll, granted the Manor and Estate (of Ingress) along with the Manor of Massynham in Norfolk with its fair, market, etc. to this convent which he called the Order of Preachers.  Several ladies of noble families have been prioresses and nuns in this Priory which became a famous educational centre for women, as amongst the residents were not only nuns and novices, but also daughters of nobles and aristocrats.  Joan Scrope, who was prioress in 1399, was the daughter of Richard, Lord Scrope of Bolton, and sister of Richard, Archbishop of York.  In 1446, the prioress, Margaret Beaumont, was the daughter of Lord Henry Beaumont, and sister to the Earl of Boulogne.  In 1490 Princess Bridget, daughter of Edward 1V, was only ten when she was placed in Dartford Priory on the retirement of her mother to the monastery at Bermondsey.

     Rents arising from land owned at Swanscombe and Bexley were used for dispensing charity, where necessary, to the poor. 

1452

     Reference to “Houngries” held by Dartford Priory.  This is probably a reference to Ingress.

1530

Robert Grove “yeoman”.

    The nuns of Dartford Priory leased the property to Robert Grove. The Priory’s income fluctuated wildly from year to year and as the 16th Century progressed the nuns were forced to lease more and more land to raise much needed income for their Priory at Dartford and the Priory at King’s Langley in Hertfordshire.  An auditor, clerk, steward, under-steward and receiver-general were appointed at Dartford to look after the Priory’s financial interests.

1537

Robert Meriel of Swanscombe (Sept. 4th) “Ingryce”.

      Robert was a husbandman of Swanscombe and leased the farm called Ingryce, with all houses, buildings, lands, woods, pastures, marshes, a ferry, and chalk cliffs known as Downe Cliffs for an annual rent of £10. from Jane Fane, the prioress of Dartford Priory, with liberty to dig and carry off chalk for 17 years. Ingress at this time sounds a large and busy estate.

    At the Dissolution, Ingress was in the possession of Dartford Priory which meant it passed to the crown, and from this time the right to operate a ferry appears to have stayed with the property.

1538

John Bere of Dartford. 

     Henry V111 granted the Manor together with the ferry to a favourite of his, John Bere.  John must have been reasonably well to-do or Ingress was a very profitable estate as the yearly rental of thirty-three shillings and four pence and a further yearly advance of six shillings and eight pence was a sizeable sum to pay.  The Fee of the estate remained with the crown until 1562.  John did not own the land at this time, it was still worked by a tenant and out of the profits John paid the King and retained the rest.  John Bere was a benefactor, giving three Alms Houses, and ensuring that Swanscombe had a right to send two boys to Dartford Grammar School.  

     John purchased Horseman’s Place in 1541 and with it the patronage of the Lepers’ Hospital. He re-founded the Lepers’ Hospital in Dartford for the ‘poor, impotent, diseased and lame people’. John availed himself of the cheap offers of land due to the dissolution of the monasteries.  He purchased valuable portions of land which had belonged to Dartford Priory, but was unable to leave them to the Bere family as two grandsons, and two great-grandsons all died early, and the property fell on the distaff side into other hands.

     In 1551, Martin, the son of Robert Meriel, who had remained a tenant, surrendered his lease to the crown and had another granted for 21 years.

     It is said that the prioress of Dartford Priory, when she and her nuns were dispossessed during the Dissolution, put a curse on the property “that no male heir would live to inherit the estate”.  This has proved to be true.  No one family has held the estate for long, whether due to a curse or just ill fortune no one knows.  

1560

Anthony Weldon of Swanscombe, “farm, ferry and cherry orchards”

      The Weldon family served Queen Elizabeth at Court. Sir Raphe Weldon (father of Anthony) was Chief Clerk to the Kitchens of Queen Elizabeth and Clerk Controller to James 1. Anthony served as Clerk to the Spicery and was promoted to the “Board of Green Cloth”. Anthony therefore, never worked on the Ingress Estate, but had a tenant and held the Estate for the Queen. Likewise his father held the Manor of Swanscombe.
1562

John Bere and Edward Darbyshire, a joint grant by Elizabeth 1

     Ownership was granted by the Crown.  This is the first time the Estate at Ingress was not owned by the Crown, but owned by John Bere and Edward Darbyshire, and they sold it the same year. It is mentioned as a Hall near the Chantry, whether the original Hall or a more recent one is not known.

1562

Jones

     Jones actually bought the site.

     In 1577 the “Lion”, a man-o’-war, was stationed off Greenhithe to give advance warning should the Spanish fleet appear in the Thames Estuary at the time of the Armada. 

1620

Whaley, Farm, salt and fresh marsh, lime-kilns, wharf, chalk cliffs.

    Whaley bought the Ingress estate and settled the farm on a relative of his by the name of Thomas Holloway. 

.

1620

Shires, first mention of a large house at Ingress i.e. mansion

      Holloway left it by Will to Mr. Shires who resided there until his death in 1648.  In the records this is the first mention of a large house on the site

     An outbreak of plague in July 1644 in Swanscombe and Greenhithe led to the death of 50 residents.

1649

  Captain Edward Brent of Southwark.  “Ingries”

     Shires’ widow Mary and his two sons Edward (Edwin) and Robert Esq. of the Inner Temple, sold the Mansion House, Manor and Farm and several properties belonging to it.  If called a Mansion at this time the building must have been of a considerable size, and probably built on the site of a former “Old” house which the Crown disposed of in 1562.

     Captain Edwards bought the mansion house, manor and farm with adjoining land including chalk cliff, lime kiln, wharf, salt and fresh marsh for £1,122.  On his death in 1676 he left the Estate to his wife Christian, for her lifetime, and she in turn bequeathed it to her son Edward.

     On the 2nd August 1661, the murder occurred, at Gad’s Hill near Shorne of Cassama Albertus, Prince of Transylvania.  The murderers were Hungarians and were traced and caught at Greenhithe where they had left their carriage at the King’s Head (now the White Hart).

1676

Edward Brent son of Captain E Brent
     Edward Brent lived on the Estate until 1689 when he mortgaged it to John Smith.

1689

John Smith of Camberwell.  On mortgage from Edward Brent

    On John Smith’s death in 1698 his sons inherited the mortgage under their father’s will.

1698
Johnathan and Nathaniel Smith sons of John Smith

     In 1710 Johnathan and Nathaniel repaid the mortgage in full to the heirs of Edward Brent Esq. and the Estate became theirs.  Both sons lived here until 1719 when Nathaniel, by then a Captain, sold his share of Ingress to his brother Jonathan, and Johnathan took over the sole ownership of the Estate.

1719

Johnathan Smith

     Johnathan Smith became sheriff of Kent in 1721 and he altered and rebuilt the front of the house.

     In 1719 a print engraved by Thomas Kip from a drawing by Thomas Badeslade, shows a mansion with many windows and columns extending the whole length of the building. If it was viewed from the river, it was not symmetrical.  The main front block of the house was six windows wide under a double pile roof.  It was three floors in height with a parapet concealing the roof slope.  The Main door was central beneath a segmented arched pediment set on pillars. At each end of the block, pilasters with ionic capitals extended to the full height of the front.  The house continued eastwards in two stages, each stage two windows wide, again with pilasters but stepped back from the main block.

    There were terraced Italian gardens behind the house and the front was laid to formal lawns with kitchen gardens nearest the river.  Neat orchards separated the London to Dover road from the property.  Three avenues of trees radiated from the house.  There were a stable block, and other buildings within the grounds and also a working limekiln. The Cliffs to the east and west of the garden show how close the chalk quarrying had come to the house.  Interestingly this garden area still exists and comprises the land bounded to the east by the “folly” and to the west by the entrance drive. This places the old house further west, where the student accommodation block was built two centuries later.

.     

 1737

John Carmichael, Earl of Hyndford.

    John Carmichael was during the reign of King George ll, Envoy Extraordinary, to Prussia and Russia. He bought only the house, garden and two acres of the land.

    It would appear that from about this time chalk ceased to be extracted from the Abbey site.

     John Carmichael, was later appointed Knight of the Thistle and soon after this sold the Estate.  

1748

William Ponsonby, Viscount Duncannon, 2nd Earl of Bessborough.
 The family of Ponsonby is in the lists of those persons who came over to England with William the Conqueror.  William Ponsonby was born in 1704 and died in1793.  John Ponsonby, speaker of the Irish House of Commons, was his younger brother.  William was elected to the Irish House of Commons in 1725 for the borough of Newton.  At the General Election in 1727 he was returned for the County of Kilkenny, which he continued to represent until his father’s death on 4th July 1758. The Earl of Bessborough took his seat in the English House of Lords as second Baron Ponsonby of Sysonby in the County of Leicester. He was appointed joint Postmaster General on 2nd June 1759.

William Ponsonby made plantations and other improvements in the grounds using the former chalk pits, as these were no longer in use, on the western side of the house.  He greatly improved this seat and its grounds with much care and elegance, and resided here with his wife Caroline, daughter of William, Duke of Devonshire, until her death. There is a landscape drawn by John Boydell in 1752, showing that the earlier formal gardens have been replaced. The house has been altered and looks plain without the columns extending the full height of the house.  William had seven children who all, like his wife, died early. These tragedies made him so dislike the house that he sold the property and moved away. This could be the reason for the legend that no male heir would live to inherit the estate, or did the nuns of Dartford Priory curse it at the Dissolution?

                                                                                                                                  1760

John Calcraft (senior)

    MP for Rochester from 1768 until his death, John Calcraft rebuilt the house he bought for £5000, which included the furniture and library.  He named the house “Ingress Park,” after buying several other adjacent estates to enlarge the gardens.  He lived here for twelve years. Spacious and elegant additions were made to the mansion especially an elegant apartment, which commanded an enchanting view of the river. The extensive alterations to the house were carried out by the architect Sir William Chambers, in the Italian Palladian psuedo-classical style of the 16th century, consisting of the formal three part grouping of the house comprising two wings with a main central block and a large portico extending through two principle storeys with the use of large columns using the ground floor wall as a pedestal.  The grounds were enlarged as more land was bought and a new kitchen garden designed and hothouse constructed.  Land behind the house was excavated, making the site less damp. There is a claim that Lancelot “Capability” Brown landscaped the park, but having checked the list of his works, Ingress Park was not found among them. Capability Brown definitely designed Danson Park in 1765 and was friends with the Earl of Chatham.  John Calcraft was also a friend of the Earl of Chatham, and Ingress Park was probably designed using the new and modern ideas of Capability Brown.  That is to say that instead of dividing up the estate into different areas of interest one took the entire ground area to create natural woodlands, to bring the view right to the doorstep of clients, who could sit in perfect countryside with all the comforts of a warm fire and home about them, but with spectacular views only a window away.

      John Calcraft, had the ear of King George and was a confidant of Fox, Pitt and Shelburne. When he bought the property John Calcraft was deputy commissary-general of muster, and in the eyes of the multitude, who were then unacquainted with his keenness and talents, he was considered to hold his position in trust for Fox.  Due to the patronage of Henry Fox, the first Lord Holland, of whom Calcraft was said by some writers to be the cousin, and by others insinuated to be the natural son, he had an astounding rise in wealth and power.

       In 1763 Calcraft deserted the cause of Fox for his rival Pitt.  Early that year he had been talked of as a possible Irish Peer. In its closing months he was ejected from his post of deputy commissary-general.

     Calcraft had now acquired much borough influence, had ingratiated himself with the proprietors of the chief London Newspapers, and had won over to his side members of the London Corporation.  Large purchases of property had from time to time been made by Calcraft: he had bought the Manor of  Northfleet, containing Northfleet Rectory from William Ponsonby at the same time as he had purchased the Ingress Estate. An English peerage was now the object of his ambition, and the title which he coveted was that of Earl of Ormonde but in April 1772 he was seized by a fatal illness.  On the 21st August in that year he wrote to Lord Chatham, that he had conquered the disorder which troubled him, and that, “by gentle exercise and a warm climate” he would be quite restored, but on 23rd August he died at Ingress Abbey aged 46, leaving four sons.

       Calcraft had been separated from his legal wife and had two mistresses, both of whom were actresses.  The first, George (sic) Anne Bellamy, had two children by John including his heir.  She was famous as Juliet to Garrick’s Romeo.   She liked to drink and she was then indiscreet about state secrets she had heard at meetings and King George thought it best that Calcraft found another mistress.  Calcraft dismissed her with a pension and paid off all her debts.

       The second mistress Elizabeth Bride, had four more children by him.  Calcraft left a quarter of a million pounds, a vast sum in those days, together with many properties which included Northfleet Rectory and Highlands Hill Farm in Swanley Village which he had bought in 1766. To his eldest son (by Mrs Bellamy) he left all his estates in Kent and to the male children of Miss Bride the enjoyment, according to seniority, of all the estates he had bequeathed to his eldest son in the event of his dying without issue.  Since John left no legitimate issue his brother claimed his estates as next of kin.  John Calcraft’s executors produced a properly drawn up will, a lawsuit ensued, and his brother lost.

1772

John Calcraft (junior). 

  John (junior) was born in 1765 and was only seven years old when his father died.  After the lawsuit described above, he inherited the property, and as he was a minor, the executors appointed by his father administered the property. At this time the house was Palladian in appearance.  There was a central block, possibly three storeys high.  Each side of this was a two- storey wing with a projecting bay.  From the river the portico was the most outstanding feature supported on slender columns and crowned by a dome. There was a smooth grassy slope from the house down to the river.  The Executors appointed by John Calcraft (Senior) set to work to sell the Kentish Estates and retain the Dorset property.  John inherited his father’s instincts and entered political life.  Before he was twenty-one he was representative for the borough of Wareham in Dorsetshire and sat for it until the dissolution in 1790.

1779    

     The house became the residence of John Kirkman Esq. an alderman of the City of London.  John Kirkman seems to have been a tenant, as the property was never sold to him.


1786

Captain Strangeways

     Have been unable so far to trace Captain Strangeways

1788

John Disney Roebuck

     A regular ferry service from Greenhithe to Essex was established in 1788.

Disney Roebuck Esq. died in 1796 and was buried in Swanscombe church 

 ????

  Henry Roebuck, son of John Disney Roebuck

       It would appear that the property was transferred to Henry Roebuck before the death of his father in 1796 but at the time of John Roebuck’s death the Estate was sold to William Havelock. The Kentish Traveller published in 1794, states “at Greenhithe there is a ferry for horses and other cattle across the Thames into Essex. The House at this time was named Ince Grice or Ingress as it was commonly pronounced.”

1796

William Havelock of Sunderland.

   William Havelock was a shipbuilder from Sunderland and was the last owner of the Palladian style building.  Hasted’s Map of 1797 shows the Ingress lands at Greenhithe.  The 1801 census shows that Swanscombe had a population of 763.  Swanscombe at this time was a parish of two main settlements, Greenhithe and Swanscombe Street with hamlets at Galley Hill, Knockhall, Milton Street and Western Cross.  Most villagers were involved in agriculture.  Swanscombe’s farms and smallholdings specialised in the growing of fruit and hops.

     At the time William Havelock came to live at Ingress, he had a wife, two sons and two daughters.  Mr. Bradley, curate at Swanscombe church was also a schoolmaster at Dartford Grammar School, and the two boys, William, aged eight and Henry, aged six enrolled there.  There is a story regarding Henry which may indicate his future greatness …when bird-nesting in Ingress Park he fell from a tree, and when enquiries were made by his father whether he was hurt, he said he was not thinking of himself, but of the eggs, as he didn’t wont them broken.   Mr. Havelock had a further daughter and two sons.  In 1810 Mrs. Havelock died, seven years after the birth of the youngest.

  All the boys joined the army when they were of age.  William distinguished himself at Waterloo in 1815, and was later killed whilst on service in India.  Henry left Dartford Grammar School in 1802 and studied law at Charterhouse School in Surrey.  He joined the Rifle Brigade and transferred to an Indian regiment as two of his brothers were officers in India.  He fought in the Burma and Afghan Wars and married in 1829.  In 1857 he went to India and took part in relieving the town of Lucknow during the Indian Mutiny.  The history of the town recalls how Havelock broke past the forces which had been besieging the British Residency for 87 days, and then became besieged himself for six weeks until relieved by Sir John Campbell.  He was knighted for gallantry and died of dysentery the same year.  He had introduced the distribution of bibles and started the first non-established church services and all-rank bible studies for soldiers.  He had been the first soldier to show that Christians were not excluded from military life.  A statue of him was erected in Trafalgar Square and in Southhall there is an Estate, School, Public House and Road all bearing his name.  In fact there are about 130 roads bearing the name Havelock, one of which is in Dartford.  The family motto is “Fideliter” (Faithfully). 

1808

Board of Admiralty (proposed new Royal Dockyard).

William Havelock became short of money due to over-speculation. The family fortune from shipbuilding was never large and all the sons sought an occupation in the army. With John Rennie he conceived a plan to buy land to establish a new naval dockyard at Greenhithe.  In preparation for this he began to demolish the house, circa 1812-1815, but the Board of Admiralty decided that Sheerness and Chatham Dockyards could be refitted instead, and William lost out.  The Government, intending to build large docks and an arsenal on the marshes between Greenhithe and Northfleet was purchasing Land, but upon the conclusion of peace with Napoleon, they relinquished this plan and resold the land they had bought.  How different this part of the River Thames would have become if this plan had been followed. The Havelocks seem still to have been at Ingress in 1812 but it is uncertain when they left or they may have remained as tenants. William died in 1837 at Exeter at the age of 80.  

        The palladian style house is shown in a drawing by S. Owen, engraved by W.B.Cooke, dated 1821, in the Kent Art and Libraries Dept.  The house stands on a rise with lawns down to the river’s edge.  There are sailing barges and rowing boats on the River and it must have been a pleasant sight from the windows of the House.  Trees surround the lawns and the whole scene is one of tranquillity and peace.

Former agricultural labourers from the neighbouring villages flocked to Swanscombe for employment.  Gradually the land around Swanscombe was carved up as the extraction of chalk and cement was expanded.

.

1831

James Harmer, new mansion 1833 “Ingress Abbey”. 

       Alderman James Harmer was a wealthy lawyer and a proprietor of The Weekly Despatch, which later become The Sunday Despatch newspaper.  He was born in Spitalfields in 1777. He decided to build a replica of a late 16th century grand mansion on the sixty acres of land, which he had bought. Perhaps he knew such a building had once stood at Ingress.  From engravings the old house stood further east of James Harmers “Abbey”.  He set his Elizabethan building in a romantic setting of cliffs and caverns.

 Charles Moreing, an architect, was commissioned although he was still only in his twenties.  He must have had a great talent as he had amassed a considerable fortune by the time he died in 1885.  Ingress Abbey was one of his most important works, although he also designed Messrs. Swan and Edgar’s shop front at the corner of Regent Street and Piccadilly Circus. James Harmer spent £120,000 on his dream home: no expense was spared and the house even had central heating, a fairly new idea. At this time a man liked to display his wealth and James Harmer was no exception. 

 This is a description of the building: -

“The exterior presents a large square, symmetrical structure in Tudor/Gothic style, built entirely of portland ashlar, traditionally explained by the fact that the stonework of the old London Bridge, demolished in the previous year, was re-used in its building.  Many gables and octagonal buttresses with ogee caps relieved the basic square structure.  A large heraldic beast stands above the west front, and the main front facing the river has a battlemented central tower with a two-storied bay.  The windows all have finely carved wooden mullions, transoms and arched lights.  The whole effect presents a very imposing structure.  On ascending the grand entrance steps one enters a large hall, on the far left of which there is a finely carved wooden staircase leading to the upper storey with a balcony completely surrounding the hall.  On the right of the hall is a very fine fireplace, the surrounds being carved wood and the two upright members consisting of two human draped male figures.  Included in the carving of the cross-member is a date of 1668.  Of all the rooms undoubtedly the finest is the library with its stained glass windows and carved wooden ceiling, walls and doors, including the concealed bookcases and window shutters.  These carvings are in very deep relief mainly consisting of religious subjects.  One fine series of panels portrays the incarnation, other panels depict Masonic symbols.  Although the carvings as a whole present a complete coherence, they are in fact of several periods; some are contemporary but others are of early Flemish workmanship, one being dated C1665.  The other rooms on the ground floor also have many fine carvings and plaster work, many of which include religious symbolism.  Other items of interest are two very fine marble fireplaces and a mosaic panel in the floor at the entrance to the conservatory.  In the grounds are a number of follies and ornamental caves for the amusement of visitors and friends.  Many of the carvings from the old London Bridge, built in 1176, were used in these settings.”

  Elizabethan Gothic was the preferred style. Classical styles were out of favour, as many in the middle class received no classical schooling. Clean lines were replaced by a mass of decoration. Cast-iron was extensively used and Ingress Abbey was no exception. Perhaps Moreing’s new building incorporated part of an earlier building because where plaster had fallen from the internal walls (before its most recent rebuilding) it could be seen there was a change from red brickwork to yellow brickwork above a certain line.  Standing on high ground overlooking the river Thames it was a fine sight. A Coach House was built beside the Abbey and was later called Ivydene.

     There was a number of Follies built c1833 in the grounds of the Abbey: -

The most interesting perhaps was the Cave of the Seven Heads, reusing earlier masonry possibly from Old London Bridge.  A cave was excavated into the side of an embankment with a rough stone exterior   wall.  There was an arch in the wall with four keystones of grotesque heads which possible came from the medieval London Bridge.  The cave itself was a semicircular chamber about 12 feet across with two stone pillars.  Where the remaining three heads were placed is not known.

The Grange in the grounds of the Abbey was a garden folly in the shape of a gatehouse.  It was built of flint with stone dressings and comprised a square structure of two or three storeys with octagonal turrets with lancet windows and four-centred stone arch.  There was a vaulted undercroft and two chambers on the ground floor.  Further rooms were carved out of the chalk in the adjoining hillside.

The Monks’ Well was a garden building with a well house, and aptly named as the house was to be called Ingress Abbey.  It had flint walls with a two-centred arch leading to a tunnel and a semicircular vault-roofed chamber with a well shaft. (The well was filled in c1973 for safety reasons). 

The Lovers’ Arch was a garden folly with a seat.  It was a four-centred arch of flint with pilasters and with impost blocks and keystones of flint. When built it contained a wooden seat.  

The Flint Cave was built of flint with stone dressings. The exterior had a cambered stone arch, with three central cambered niches, and two end ogee-shaped (S-shaped) arches.  The left side arch led into a small chamber and the right side arch into an even smaller chamber.

     The Shah of Persia, having taken a trip from Gravesend to London at the beginning of the century, was asked what he thought about the trip, to which he replied that “the only thing worth mentioning was at Greenhithe where there was a mansion standing amid trees on a green carpet extending down to the waters edge.”

     Gothic furniture was designed especially for the house by Charles Moreing, including a half-tester bed, chairs and a sideboard bearing the Harmer crest. These remained in the Umfreville family until 1970.

     An article in the New Guide to Gravesend 1858 stated that Alderman Harmer greatly enlarged, improved and beautified the lawns, plantations and sylvan scenery of this terrestrial paradise which covered 215 acres.  James Harmer lived at Ingress Abbey for some twenty years.  He had married young and was a widower with no immediate family although relatives and guests were entertained at the house and some stayed for lengthy periods. One such guest was Eliza Cook, a poetess born in London, and sometimes introduced as Mr Harmer’s niece. It was denied that she was Harmer’s mistress but it caused a disagreement between members of the family when the association became known.  Harmer was said to be benevolent and kindly, but with a hot temper, forever quarrelling, albeit briefly, with friends and associates.  In 1840 his election to the Mayoralty was successfully opposed because of his Republican principles and radical opinions and he retired to his mansion at Ingress Park.

     Historians agree that Greenhithe was one of the prettiest places on the banks of the Thames.  It was a favourite yachting resort, and in 1842, soon after the advent of pleasure steamers on the river, a pier was constructed, 350feet long, for the accommodation of passengers. These pleasure steamers ran day trips down the river and Greenhithe was first port of call.  One tripper from London recalled in 1860 “Seen from the river, the village with its red roofs and background of wooded hills is strikingly picturesque, and the countryside around it is a charming variety of hill, dale, hop garden and orchard.  There is but one factory.  Into this place come visitors to enjoy a summer holiday and find rest and recreation in the beauties of the neighbourhood”.

     The railway came to Greenhithe in1849, attracting industry and more people looking for work and housing.

In his will, James Harmer left £20,000 to his son-in-law, a Mr. Charles Chaplin, and the Abbey to his grand-daughter, Emma Harmer Chaplin.  

.

 1853

Samuel Umfreville, husband of Emma Harmer Umfreville

     Emma was the wife of Capt. Samuel “Charles” Umfreville who was a Swanscombe JP and Churchwarden from 1858-68.  During their ownership of Ingress Abbey it can be seen that the river was about to play a further important part in the history of the house and grounds.  Ingress commanded admirable views of the river and the moored ships.  An everyday sight would have been the ships laid off the Abbey ground as they set their compasses before sailing away on their long journeys.     

     At this time of great activity on the river, Lord Shaftesbury approached his friends in the Admiralty and persuaded them to lend him the frigate Chichester which he arranged to berth at Greenhithe.  On 18th December 1866 she became home to 50 boys sent from the Parker Street Refuge.  These were all homeless boys who were to be taught a trade or trained for the Merchant Navy. Life was not easy for these lads and punishment was severe so it is not surprising to learn that a number of them absconded when they had a break ashore to play football in the grounds of Ingress Abbey. Despite this the training ship was successful and the Admiralty offered the HMS Arethusa which could contain 250 boys together with staff and wives as a second ship. She was brought from Chatham to Greenhithe by the Queen’s Pilot, Mr. Blakey, and was securely moored in her permanent position 50 yards astern of the Chichester on June 22nd 1874 and officially opened on August 3rd by the Earl of Shaftesbury and Baroness Burdett-Coutts.

 The Admiralty also loaned HMS Worcester in the middle of the 19th century for the pre-sea training of officers in the Royal and Merchant Navy following the introduction of exams in 1851.  She started with 18 cadets and in 1871 was moved down river to Greenhithe, but by the mid-1870’s, the first Worcester was too small and the Frederick William changed her name to become the second Worcester and was moved to Greenhithe in 1877 where she could comfortably accommodate over 150 cadets.  Over the next sixty years she served her purpose well. 

All this was not without difficulty, as it is not generally realised that in Victorian times Greenhithe was a social centre.  It marked the limit of a day’s travel from London and contained residences of merchant princes and wealthy industrialists. Cobham terrace was constructed in 1846 and provided accommodation for middle-class commuters using the new railway. The Royal Thames Yacht Club had its Headquarters at the White Hart Inn and Everard’s Boat Yard was an interesting feature of the village.  The founder, Mr. F.T.Everard, started with one sailing-barge, and the firm expanded to become operators of one of the largest coastal fleets.  Mr. Colyer of Colyer Estate was among those who bitterly complained about the Arethusa as he found it was increasingly difficult to let his property. The influence of Lord Shaftesbury prevailed and the Arethusa remained for the next fifty-nine years.  Mr Colyer withdrew permission to use his well and other arrangements for water had to be made.

     Greenhithe was traditionally part of Swanscombe and Stone but was formed into a separate ecclesiastical parish in 1857

     The Royal Yacht “Victoria and Albert” was moored at Greenhithe in 1863.  Queen Victoria boarded the yacht amid the eager applause of a large gathering of young and old.  The old Pier at Greenhithe was demolished in 1875.

Due to the decline in the Merchant Navy, in 1889 the Admiralty agreed to give to the Shaftesbury Society the Chichester that they had previously loaned, and the Society promptly sold her for £1250.  She was removed and broken up, and with some of the money the Society bought a schooner and renamed her Chichester.

1894

Houlder Brothers

     An article in the Dartford Chronicle 28th August 1894 reports a meeting of the Swanscombe Vestry Committee, concerning the non-payment by the late Mr. S. Umfreville of a rent charge on part of the Ingress Abbey Estate.  Houlder Brothers took over the tenancy for several years until Umfreville’s trustees disposed of the property.  Mr. E.S.Houlder was a close friend of the Worcester, and extended hospitality to cadets and staff alike and became an early member of the Worcester Management Committee before leaving the district. On his death in 1901 his son succeeded him on the Committee.

1906 
Wallpaper manufactures and a cement company (APCM).

     The Wallpaper Manufacturing Company acquired the eastern area. The mill was originally known as Ingress Abbey Paper Mills and was Potter & Company’s branch of Wallpaper Manufacturers Ltd. Empire Fine Papers later known as Empire Paper Mills owned the mill and the wharf they built there. The Paper Mills employed local people and in 1909 imported workers from Lancashire to a row of purpose built houses in Knockhall Road.  Older women could be seen going to work in their clogs and shawls. The paper industry declined and the mill was closed in 1993.

     The Antiquarian Society visited Ingress Abbey in 1906 and the visit makes interesting reading: -

    “ On entering this imposing structure, which faces the Thames, with majestic trees in the rear, attention was at once attracted to the fireplace in the hall.  It is surrounded with an exquisite carving which bears the date 1668.  The whole of the interior of the building was closely investigated.  The magnificent carved bookcases in the library excited much admiration, while great interest attached to the rooms occupied by Eliza Cook, the celebrated poetess, who wrote much of her verse here.

    Hitherto, the day had been delightfully fine, but through the window rain was seen to be failing in torrents.  Tea had been prettily laid out in the open courtyard, and there was a general rush to assist in the hasty removal of joints of meat, cake, ect. to drier quarters.  The visitors were kept prisoners within the building for some little time.  But the clouds soon rolled away, and Mr. Potter then led the way to the ruins of the ancient Grange, erected in 1353 and which was situated at the rear of the existing building.” – 

(Does this refer to the Garden Folly called the Grange or to an earlier house? If it is the Folly it is now believed to have been built c1833 by James Harmer, and I would have expected the Society to know this fact as this article was written only 73 years after Harmer’s re-building.  Could there have been in the grounds, ruins of an earlier building?) ---

     The article goes on to say “ A good deal of the old carved woodwork of the former mansion has been re-used at Ingress Hall.”

     Perhaps the ruins were where William Havelock demolished the ancient building, and where John Harmer acquired some of his carved wood panels, we may never know the truth as the panels were stolen at a later date.

      In 1906 the house and thirty-two acres of land around it became the property of the British Portland Cement Company. On the 1901 Census Harry Bamber, Managing Director Portland Cement, is living at Ingress House with his family perhaps renting the property with a view to buying at a later date. The Cement Company steadily denuded the grounds of its magnificent timber.  Many regretted the disappearance of the tree arch over the Avenue and the closing of the riverside path.

    Unfortunately both Greenhithe’s prosperity and destruction was due to the success of chalk quarrying, cement manufacture, and sand and gravel extraction on a massive scale.  As early as 1834, a number of private cement manufacturers operated in the area.  Some of these private companies amalgamated in 1913 to form the Associated Portland Cement Manufacturers Ltd. This group was later consolidated into Blue Circle Industries PLC.

    Whiting used for cleaning silver and other metals was another product of chalk.  The washing drying and packing of whiting was done at the Globe Works in Greenhithe.  Chalk extracted from local quarries was used for writing and drawing, bleaching, medicine, fertilisers and cement.  Flint from the chalk was used for building material. These industries caused a number of environmental problems not least of which was a fine grey dust that covered everything. The labouring classes came to Greenhithe as there were jobs, but the middle-classes and professional people moved away

     The Dartford Antiquarian Society again visited Ingress Abbey in March of 1911 and there was a lengthy article in the local paper describing the house and contents, of which this an extract: -

…a thoroughly enjoyable excursion to Ingress Abbey.  Some keystones with carved heads from the archways of old London Bridge were first noticed, having been built into the entrance to an artificial cave.  A portion of the ornamental stone balustrade round the lady garden still remains, and was seen to match that left intact at the front.  Here and there were lying stones from the former building, and an eastern wall was also said to be part of the original house.  Heraldic devices on the walls furnished problems for their admirers.  In the house the greatest attraction was the library, with its carved panels, one series portraying the incarnation.  The panels were thought to have been bought separately by Alderman Harmer who travelled through the Low Countries.  They were considered as mainly of Flemish workmanship, one being dated 1665…. 

     At a meeting of the Dartford Council General Purposes Committee in February 1911 the following items from Ingress Abbey were offered to them: -

Mr. H. Mitchell of The Brent, Dartford has offered to present to the council the life size statue “Father Time” now standing in the grounds of Ingress Abbey, Greenhithe, provided the council will remove same and erect it in Hesketh Park.

Mr. H. Mitchell offers to sell to the council at the price of £5. four ancient, carved stone vases on pedestals, which he acquired at the Ingress Abbey Sale.

     During the 1914-1918 war the house was used as a military hospital, mainly for Canadian soldiers.  An article in the local newspaper in November 1914 said there were to be sixty beds and a staff consisting of house surgeon, matron, six trained nurses and necessary attendants, assisted by members of the local VAD.  British Portland Cement Company covered the cost of these alterations and renovations.  Mr H. Osborne O’Hagan, one of the Directors, bore the chief expense.

     Mrs. Hill, who lived in part of the “Abbey” just after the First World War, had stated that she spent a most unhappy time there owing to being frightened on numerous occasions by a ghost of a servant girl who is said to have committed suicide in the house. Recently in the local paper of April 2001there was an article in a similar vein: 

Workman at the Abbey are convinced, a ghost roams around the building.  There are numerous spooky incidents where their tools and possessions have been mysteriously moved over night.  Every day the workmen make sure they say “ hallo” and “goodbye” to the ghost they call Alfred.  Accorded these courtesies Alfred has caused no more mischief.

     After the War a cement firm again used the site, this time as a Research Station. 

1920

Incorporated Thames Nautical Training College, HMS Worcester. 

     British Portland Cement Company sold the house and grounds in 1920 to the Incorporated Thames Nautical Training College for £30,000.  The sale meant the College had secured a waterfront location beside the moored officers’ training ship, HMS Worcester which had been in the Thames at this position since 1871.  Over fifty years passed before a permanent shore base was established in 1920, and with the purchase of Ingress Abbey the college was able to move ashore from the HMS Worcester.  The Abbey became the College Sanatorium, enabling the lease on Riverdale, a house in London Road, Greenhithe, to be given up.  Riverdale was used as a sanatorium for infectious diseases, in addition to the customary sickbay on board ship.  The Abbey was used for staff quarters; the level ground immediately surrounding Ingress provided four tennis courts, with space for an additional singles court when required; the Abbey’s kitchen garden was cleared and levelled to provide the Ship with a first class cricket ground, and a fine swimming-bath costing £4500 was constructed on shore.  The library was converted to a chapel, and used during the Second World War as a parish church when St. Mary’s was bombed.  The basement kitchens were converted later to a laundry, which coped with 4,000 articles a week during the term, and employed a staff of five.

     The Acting Chairman at this time was Mr. Maurice C.Houlder the son of Mr. E.S.Houlder who was a tenant of the Abbey at the end of the last century.  When Mr. Maurice C. Houlder died in 1957 his son Mr. John Houlder M.B.E., succeeded him on the Committee and thus continued a tradition of the family management of the Worcester since 1896.

     By the late 1920’s the Arethusa, the Warspite and the Exmouth were the only ships remaining at Greenhithe with the Worcester downstream at Gravesend.  Also in the late 1920’s, due to the demands of trade, the British Portland Cement Co. advised the Port of London Authority that they wished to build a jetty necessitating the removal of the Training Ship Arethusa which lay in the way of visiting steamers.  The only alternative was to move the ship downstream and in her fragile condition an exposed anchorage would cause a problem, as she was unlikely to withstand the wind and tide.  Despite approaches, Mr Davis of the British Portland Cement Works was uncooperative, feeling that Trade was as important as the Training Ships, and he demanded removal of the Training Ship as soon as possible. A search therefore began for another Ship to replace the Arethusa and when it was found and brought to England it was moored in the Medway at Upnor.  The old Arethusa was towed away from Greenhithe on 18th July 1933 and thus ended an era of training Shaftesbury boys at Greenhithe.

     The Worcester Civil Aviation Scheme 1934 was a brilliant idea.  The Worcester was the pioneer school in the country to start an Air Class.  A Bristol fighter two-seater training model, kindly loaned by the R.A.F. was housed at the back of Ingress Abbey in the former conservatory, which had one side removed to admit it.  The cadets were disappointed when they realised that the plane would be unable to take off.  After lessons and training the Instructor took them to Gravesend for flights.

     For the Coronation of 1937, Ingress Abbey was floodlit at night and amongst the trees was said to look like a scene from a Christmas card.

When the Cutty Sark was given to the College in 1938 she was used as a boating station and was moored off the Greenhithe estate.

    With the coming of the War the Worcester cadets were evacuated to nearby Foots Cray.  They practiced small-arms drill and gun drill using a 3inch A.A. gun at the rear of Ingress Abbey.  A petrol dump in the woods behind Ingress Abbey was established and two second hand lorries bought. The cadets returned to Ingress Abbey and the Cutty Sark as often as four times a week.  The former dining room at Ingress Abbey had been converted into the first serious Worcester science laboratory. 

 During the war years 1939-1945 both the Worcester and Cutty Sark deteriorated badly. The Auxiliary Fire Service requisitioned the house for use although earlier in the war it had housed nurses attached to the River Emergency Service, the male members of the service being on Worcester. The first V1 flying bomb to hit the British Isles fell near Watling Street in Swanscombe on July 13th 1944 when 61 families were made homeless.

     In 1945 the Exmouth was re-named and replaced the Worcester and the role of the Cutty Sark diminished.  With the approval of the original donor, Mrs Dowman, she was given to the nation through the National Maritime Museum and, after restoration, was moved to a permanent dry-dock at Greenwich where she remains to this day and is visited by many thousands each year.

     The Whitsun London Sea Scouts’ Holiday Camp in Ingress Abbey Grounds began in 1947.  Sea scouts from a dozen London Areas spent the week in the Abbey grounds and used the facilities for sailing races and pulling races organised on the river.

     The worst flood in the area took place in 1953.  An anxious night was spent when high tides gave rise to unprecedented flood conditions. The river rose up over the foreshore, covered the first rugger pitch, and flowed round the Paper Mills.  The roofs of the two boathouses just showed above the water, and it spread to the foot of Ingress Abbey.  The garage on the foreshore filled rapidly, submerging two cars and filling their petrol tanks with water.

     The Queen and Prince Philip visited the boys training ship Worcester at Greenhithe on 18th July 1960 and again at the Centenary Prize Giving in 1962.  Mr. R.G.Grout, Chairman, presented to Her Majesty on behalf of the College a suitably mounted and engraved clock and barometer which the Queen was pleased to accept for use on board the sailing vessel Bloodhound.  Sadly the College closed in 1968 but the village of Greenhithe has many Worcester memories such as the sign at the waterside pub, and streets of a new housing development are all named after Worcester personalities. 

1968

ILEA leased from Seafarers Education Services.  

     The training establishment changed both its name and its quarters after 1968 when it was merged with other naval schools to form the Merchant Navy College.  From 1975, new concrete buildings were built alongside the Abbey, in a basic plain design at a cost of  three million pounds, to house trainees and officers allowing the college to move ashore from the training ship HMS Worcester, which was scrapped later the same year.  The college ashore was designed and built by the Inner London Education Authority and was opened officially on Thursday 28th October 1976 by Prince Philip and trained Deck, Engineering and Radio students for the Merchant Navy.

      These buildings dominated the site and plans to demolish the house were opposed by the Kent County Council who placed a preservation order on the building.  This just left the house unused and it was allowed to deteriorate with wet and dry rot attacking the laundry and billiard room, and thieves stealing fixtures and fittings including an antique carved oak fireplace surround and ten carved wooden plaques in February 1981. 

     The Merchant Navy College proved to be an ill-fated venture as it closed within twenty years.  The political dispute over funding caused by the abolition of the GLC by Margaret Thatcher meant that Kent and ILEA were responsible for finding the funding.  When ILEA funds were not forthcoming the college passed back to the Marine Society on whose land the college had originally been built. 

 1989

Marine Society

     When the college closed in 1989 due to falling numbers and reduced finances, the freeholders, the Marine Society fought in the High Court to repossess the lease and finally regained possession from Inner London Education Authority, which had succeeded the Greater London Council. The Marine Society is a charity concerned with the welfare and education of seamen for the past 235 years.  For the decay to the house over the previous twenty- one years they received only a nominal payment.  The Marine Society secured the buildings while funding was sought to re-open the college, but later they sold the land owing to the mounting security costs.  Ingress Abbey was neglected for 30 years and in a very poor state of repair.  The roof and floorboards had gone and not surprisingly wet and dry rot was common. Frost had toppled the barley sugar chimneys, and large areas of walls and ceiling plaster had fallen.  On the 8th October 1997, the Cave of the Seven Heads and all the other follies were added to the list of buildings of special architectural or historical interest Grade ll. 

1998

Crest Strategic Projects Ltd.

      An ambitious redevelopment plan was submitted to Dartford Council, involving the erection of houses, hotel and conference centre, and extensive leisure facilities, revenue from which it was hoped would provide for full restoration of the house.  At this time the house was a sad sight, with windows gone, pinnacles missing and the stone facing peeling away.

1999

800+ Homeowners

.

     In order to allow for redevelopment both the Merchant Navy College and the Empire Paper Mills have had to be demolished.

     There was an interesting statement in The Times dated 1997 concerning Ingress Abbey: -

“Most of the construction of the walls were of Kentish rag stone which was externally faced with Portland Stone unusual in a county house in the 1830’s.”  Is it possible that the walls were of an earlier date?

     The following report was in the Dartford Times 1999.

“The 70 acre site which Crest Homes plan to develop has commissioned specialists P.J.Livesey Rural Heritage Ltd., to stabilise and repair the Abbey which has been derelict for 30 years.  The Abbey is in an unsafe condition and threatening to come down.  The first phase of the work involved taking down unsafe parts, and once the building was safe, to commence the whole restoration.”

     This report was in the Dartford and Swanley News Shopper 2001

“Plans are afoot to spend £220,000 renovating seven Victorian Follies which are home to three species of protected bats.  The conservation work at Ingress Abbey means bars will be placed across the follies to stop the animals being disturbed by people.

This is a legal requirement and is absolutely vital for the bats during winter hibernation, because if they are woken up they can lose their energy and may not survive until spring.  

The follies, which can be any type of ornamental building, include The Cave of the Seven Heads, The Grotto, The Grange, The Monks’ Head Well, The Lovers’ Arch, The Georgian Wall Tunnel and the Kilns.

Used by the Victorians to amuse themselves, these examples are carved out of chalk, lined with flint and spread across the grounds of the Abbey at Greenhithe.

At the moment, the hibernating bat species include the Pipistrelle, Daubenton, and Brown Long Eared Bat.  They sleep in the crevices between the chalk and the flint.

A spokesman for the property developer, Crest Nicholson, which owns the building and is applying for planning permission to Dartford Borough Council to restore the follies, said: “We would like to start work now but will have to wait until the bats have finished hibernating, in May.

We will then have a four-month window of opportunity to do the repair work.”

The follies will become part of the heritage trail in Ingress Park which has been there since the 16th Century.”

      Ingress Abbey has been beautifully restored after 20years of neglect and provides the centre for this development.  The scheme involves the establishment of approximately 950 homes with a school, shops and other facilities.
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